brought the tape home that night and watched it over and over" (Williams & Umberson, 1999; p. 157) . Parents reported that this first visual contact with the child helped them to feel as if the pregnancy were more real, experience a closer relationship with the child, and trust that the baby was healthy. First time mothers report turning to the internet for advice when their child exhibits acute symptoms, when the doctor's office is not accessible, or when they need to make decisions about whether or not a visit to the emergency room is merited (Bernhardt & Felter, 2003) .
Beyond health information, parents also access the Children (NAEYC), families that include a child with a disability or serious illness are often unable to find appropriately trained professional child care programs that are able to meet the specialized needs of their child. Fortyfive percent of mothers who have a child with a disability are unable to return to competitive employment. It has also been estimated that a caretaker of a child with a disability spend 86% of their day within three feet of their child (Heiman, 2002) . Despite more recent government policies that have increased the funds allocated for infants and toddlers to improve early intervention services for children aged birth through three, the need for quality professional help remains a necessity as the majority of the responsibilities continue to fall on the shoulders of predominantly untrained and socially isolated parents.
The social innovation that has arguably most impacted every facet of life -including parenting -is technology.
One cannot examine hardly any occupation, leisure activity, or even social relationships without considering the impact of the "digital age." To try to do so would decontextualize many activities to the point that they In the two scenarios mentioned above, the result and subsequent reaction to the ultrasound is different but the role of parents does not go away. The needs and demands of the parent and the child will be partially but not entirely different. As the child grows and develops parents will need information and knowledge of appropriate milestones, behaviors, techniques, and practices to be the best parent they can be. Parents will need social and emotional support; and they will seek ideas and other resources. Fundamentally the parent will seek different information but the goal is consistently to care for and nurture their child. They will turn to computers, digital devices, and the internet for parenting information, educational and developmental goals, support, and entertainment.
Early detection and diagnosis of a disability leaves parents feeling alone and many turn first, to the World Wide Web (Internet) for information, communication, and support.
The ease and availability (or lack thereof) of the information and support they need can significantly impact their ability to make quality decisions regarding the future care and nurturing they provide for their child in the present and future. According to Pew (2007) To improve their parenting skills in this domain, the mothers turned to professionals, teachers, and one another to learn strategies for rewarding positive behaviors and extinguishing those that were problematic (Tsai et al., 2008) .
Seeking Support
The responsibilities that parents experience when raising a young child with a disability, involve high levels of stress, and low levels of social support. In the case of parents of children with autism, it has been shown that there are low levels of marital intimacy, significant levels of stress, and (Min, 1996) . adults with disabilities, they should also be a priority for children whose communication is impaired due to disability. In addition, adaptive devices in general are a necessity for helping children to utilize and cultivate burgeoning skills across the cognitive, social, emotional, and language domains as well.
Although there are many benefits to assistive technology, there are also barriers to its use with children with disabilities.
In a nationwide survey of early intervention specialists, it was found that 44% reported that either none or only a few of the children they served who could benefit from assistive technology were actually in possession of and able to use the devices (Wilcox, Guimond, Campbell & Moore, 2006 Children with disabilities utilize technology to achieve a variety of goals, improve skills in domains of functioning, interact with family and friends, and to play in the way that children were meant to play. Some technology is assistive, some is augmentative in terms of communication, some can be difficult to use, but some can transform the life of the child with a disability by helping them to enjoy normative relationships with the family and social worlds.
Children with disabilities, however, are not the only children who are hampered from participating in daily activities with peers and family members; many children with chronic illnesses experience lengthy and repetitive hospitalizations that remove them from these areas often for prolonged periods of time. There are some differences in how contexts of both the child and the family as a whole.
In addition to helping to improve domains of functioning and development, technology can also be enjoyable in itself, helping the child with disabilities to play and socialize with family members and classmates. As Zevenbergen 
Implications
Technology has revolutionized the way we think, the way we interact, the ways we learn, explore, grow, and connect. As computer availability and technology has increased among children and teens this trend has filtered into parenting and education. Technology (e.g., the Internet) has provided a platform or resources and information for In knowing the importance and potential benefits of The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law ensuring services to children with disabilities throughout the USA. IDEA governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special education and related services to more than 6.5 million eligible infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities.
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) is dedicated to improving the well-being of all young children, with particular focus on the quality of educational and developmental services for all children from birth through age 8. The experiences of parents of disabled children.Child:
Care, Health, and Development, 31, 507-515. Technology affords the possibility for parents and young children to tailor it to meet their individual needs, concerns, and interests. It is imperative that academics, service providers, educators, and medical specialists together continue to investigate the impact of technology on parenting young children across the spectrum of abilities and conditions. This, it seems, will fuel the continued development of new technologies, which will shape parenting practices that will then provide sources for further inquiry. The authors have included many quality internet websites as places to begin collecting knowledge about a variety of disabilities and chronic illnesses.
